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FEDERAL

Establishment of Indigenous Advisory Board 

ALBERTA

The Canada Energy Regulatory (CER) invites Expressions of Interest for the Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC), which will 
represent First Nations, Inuit and Metis Settlement in CER regulated matters. As one of the many recent changes at CER, the IAC 
is a commitment to further reconciliation with Indigenous peoples through the enhanced involvement of Indigenous peoples in 
the regulation of the energy industry. The IAC will likely consist of seven members, that represent all three Indigenous peoples, 
to provide expert advice and participate in the development of policy and guidance for the new impact assessment system. The 
Expression of Interest process will remain open until 31 May 2020. 

Government of Alberta Rescinds 1976 Coal Policy 

Amending Requirements for Methane Emission Reporting 

Effective 01 June 2020, the Government of Alberta (GOA) will rescind blanket environmental protections to allow development 
of open-pit coal mines in ecologically sensitives areas. A Coal Development Policy for Alberta, also known as the 1976 “Coal 
Policy”, previously prevented coal mining operations within Alberta’s Foothills and Rocky Mountain regions. The policy will be 
rescinded allowing issuance of coal leases within the former coal category 2 and 3 lands. However, protections will remain for 
the former coal category 1 lands which include a large proportion of the Rocky Mountains. Expiry of the 1976 “Coal Policy” will 
leave a void in regulations for coal leasing, exploration and development in much of Western Alberta.

On 12 May 2020, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released updates to Directive 017: Measurement Requirements for Oil and 
Gas Operations (Directive 017) and Directive 060: Upstream Petroleum Industry Flaring, Incinerating, and Venting (Directive 060). 
The changes are related to managing methane emissions and are effective immediately. A complete overview of the new editions 
to Directive 017 and Directive 060 can be found on the AER’s website. The AER is offering training for reporting methane 
emissions via 1-hour online tutorials. To request training, applicants are asked to contact methane.reduction@aer.ca. 

https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/bts/nws/whtnw/2020/2020-05-06-eng.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-energy-regulator-indigenous-advisory-committee-1.5575925
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-coal-policy-rescinded-mine-development-environmental-concern-1.5578902
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/111465
https://inform.energy.gov.ab.ca/Documents/Published/IL-2020-23.pdf
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-017.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-060.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-12.html
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/announcements/announcement-may-04-2020.html
mailto:methane.reduction%40aer.ca?subject=


 

 

Contact Us

Did You Know?
On 24 April 2020, the GOA announced the release of additional funding of $100 million 

for the Site Rehabilitation Program to facilitate the clean up of wells and facilities on 
private land where compensation has not been previously provided. From 15 May to 15 

June 2020, applications for funding will be accepted from service companies and projects 
are eligible for 100 per cent funding of contract value. To progress the planning for site 
clean up and take full advantage of the funding program, Integrated Sustainability can 

support operators and service providers to complete site assessment and strategic planning 
for addressing environmental liabilities, as well as executing remediation and reclamation 
activities, through to application submission. For further information on site rehabilitation 

and our service offerings, please follow the download link or contact  
Tanya Cairns (Director of Science and Consulting Services) at (403) 617-5743 or  

Tanya.Cairns@integratedsustainability.ca. 

Tanya Cairns, M.Sc., B.Comm. 
Director, Science & Consulting Services

403.617.5743
Tanya.Cairns@IntegratedSustainability.ca

www.IntegratedSustainability.ca

The British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission’s (BC OGC’s) Methane Emissions Research Collaborative (MERC) is a joint 
venture with provincial agencies and stakeholders to advance research on methane emissions from oil and gas activity. MERC 
has established a two-year research plan (2019-2021) to provide recommendations on key research deliverables essential to 
meeting methane reduction goals. MERC has instituted a Technical Advisory Committee as a contributor of technical ideas and 
knowledge and a Steering Committee to provide oversight of the project and operational guidance. 

Methane Emission Research Collaborative (MERC) 

BRITISH COLUMBIA

As of 01 April 2020, BC OGC began implementing a natural gas production levy decrease from $0.85/1,000 m3 marketable gas 
production to $0.77 to compensate for an increase in the liability levy for Orphan Site Restoration (OSR). The effect is revenue 
neutral and the cost to industry remains the same. The OGC estimates that approximately 75% of the OSR funding will be 
provided by the liability levy for the 2020/21 fiscal year, whereas 100% of levies will be required to fund the OSR Fund for the 
2021/22 fiscal year. This rate change will be reflected in the upcoming 23 June 2020 invoices. 

Introduction of Natural Gas Production Levy 

Effective 25 May 2020, the BC OGC will require Emergency Response Plan (ERP) updates to be submitted through the 
eSubmission online portal. This change aims to simplify the current process, where ERPs are submitted via file transfer protocol 
(FTP) . Permit holders should refer to the eSubmission Reference Guide and eSubmission User Guide for more information 
about creating accounts, defining security roles, and changes to their company administration requirements. At this time, there 
are no changes to the existing ERP requirements. The Emergency Management Manual will be updated May 2020 to reflect the 
changes. 

Emergency Response Plan Submission Changes 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=70157C2391212-E275-B8DA-3FCC685A421CE43F
mailto:tanya.cairns%40integratedsustainability.ca?subject=
mailto:Tanya.Cairns%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Regulatory%20Bulletin%20-%20January%202020%20
http://www.IntegratedSustainability.ca 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/collaboration-on-methane-research-establishes-two-year-research-plan/
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/collaboration-on-methane-research-establishes-two-year-research-plan/
https://www.bcogc.ca/files/articles/BC-Oil-and-Gas-Methane-Emissions-Research-Collaborative_2019-to-2021-Research-Plan_new-site-links.pdf
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/collaboration-on-methane-research-establishes-two-year-research-plan/
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/natural-gas-levy-rate-change-indb-2020-13/
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/emergency-response-plan-erp-submission-changes-indb-2020-10/
https://www.bcogc.ca/online-services
https://www.bcogc.ca/node/13533/download
https://bcogc.ca/node/12392/download
https://www.bcogc.ca/industry-zone/documentation/Emergency-Response-and-Safety
http://www.integratedsustainability.ca/alberta-site-rehabilitation-program/

