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FEDERAL

Canada Energy Regulator Establishes First Indigenous Advisory Committee

ALBERTA

On 5 August 2002, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) established an Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) that will advise the 
Board of Directors on how CER can enhance the involvement of Indigenous peoples on CER-regulated active and abandoned 
pipelines, powerlines, and offshore renewable energy projects.  Each member of the IAC is a respected voice of their community 
and brings with them experience in the energy and natural resource sectors.  The inaugural meeting of the IAC is planned for 
September 2020. A complete list of IAC members can be found on the CER website.

Amendments to Wildlife Regulation

New Coal Development Manual 

Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently amended Alberta’s Wildlife Regulation (the Regulation) to improve conservation 
and remove certain prohibitions for hunters and trappers. Amendments became effective 25 August 2020 and will also be 
reflected in newly released hunting and trapping guidelines. Some changes to the Regulation include: 
• Permittance of waterfowl hunting within restricted game bird water bodies 
• Extended hunting periods in fur management zones and allowance of sales on lawfully trapped fur-bearing animals 
• Conversion of Kimiwan Lake to a Game Bird Sanctuary for the protection of at-risk Trumpeter Swans 
• Penalty of $500 for feeding dangerous wildlife 
A complete list of amendments is available on AEP’s website.

On 07 August 2020, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Manual 020: Coal Development (the Manual), which provides 
guidance on requirements for application submission and evaluations of coal development projects. The Manual was released 
following the rescission of the Coal Development Policy for Alberta and is intended to provide an explanation of existing 
requirements in applicable legislature. Additionally, the AER has also updated their Coal and Coal Mining Authorizations 
webpage in alignment with the Manual. Applicants are encouraged to review these webpages and should expect a review 
timeline of 20 to 375 business days based on coal application types (e.g. waivers, non-routine, etc.).

https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/bts/whwr/rgnztnndstrctr/ndgnsdvsrycmmtt/index-eng.html?=undefined&wbdisable=true
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/bts/nws/nr/2020/nr08-eng.html
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=729644FE62B21-CAB8-DFCF-68D30561C9C037FB
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2020/2020_236.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/backgrounder-wildlife-regulation-amendments
https://www.aer.ca/documents/manuals/Manual020.pdf
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/by-topic/coal.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-process/coal-mining-authorizations.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-process/coal-mining-authorizations.html


 

 

Contact Us

Did You Know?
As part of the 2020-2021 budget, the Government of Alberta is allocating $10 million  to several irrigation districts for 

infrastructure improvements through the Irrigation Rehabilitation Program (IRP). Funding is intended to be utilized for replacing 
open channel irrigation canals with buried pipelines where water is lost via seepage and evaporation. These irrigation system 

enhancements aim to improve water delivery efficiencies and increase water security and availability for agriculture, municipal, 
recreation, wildlife and habitat development activities. Planned efforts to increase water conveyance throughout the province 

will supply more water for increased acres of land, especially where water availability and storage is limited. 

Integrated Sustainability is investigating opportunities for the energy industry to support irrigation districts where water 
shortages often occur and synergies in water use between industries might occur. For more information on potential 

collaborative efforts with Alberta’s irrigation sector please contact Jon Fennell, Vice President of Geoscience and Water Security 
at (587) 891-5831 or Jon.Fennell@IntegratedSustainability.ca. 

Tanya Cairns, M.Sc., B.Comm. 
Director, Science & Consulting Services

403.617.5743
Tanya.Cairns@IntegratedSustainability.ca

www.IntegratedSustainability.ca

Permit holders are reminded to ensure they are complying with the requirements under Drilling and Production Regulation 
(DPR) related to methane leak detection and repair. Beginning 01 January 2020, facilities must complete three leak detection 
surveys within the calendar year which should be done a minimum of 60 days apart. If a leak is detected, repairs must be 
conducted within the set timelines (i.e. within 30 days of detection) as specified under the DPR. If the leak levels meet the 
threshold for a reportable spill, permit holders are required to report the incident under the Spill Reporting Regulation. 
Additional guidance for leak detection and spill response related to methane emissions is available on the BC OGC’s website. 

Methane Leak Detection and Repair Requirements 

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Effective immediately, applicants are no longer required to submit separate applications for land access and cutting licences on 
Crown land. This arose following the receipt of several Land Act and Forest Act delegations from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) to the British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission (BC 
OGC) pertaining to geothermal permitting activities. Geothermal permitting processing will be streamlined as these changes 
coincide with the 2017 updates to the Geothermal Resources Act (GRA). Under the GRA, the BC OGC’s Board of Directors can 
implement regulations related to geothermal operations. 

Streamlined Geothermal Application Process

To improve safety and environmental protection, the BC OGC released amendments to the Oil and Gas Road Regulation 
(OGRR) on 14 August 2020. Changes to the OGRR include, but are not limited to: 
• Increased safety for borrow pit construction i.e. stable wall design, restoration of surrounding area and access and slope 

angles to allow for safe wildlife exit
• Culvert design and fabrication to comply with new Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standards
• Limited stream crossings to a bridge, culvert, ice bridge or snow fill 
• Providing notice to Indigenous Nations and affected permit holders of construction of oil and gas roads 
A completed summary of the amendments is found on the BC OGC’s website.

Amended Oil and Gas Road Regulation 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=729817FCA4FE5-D61B-0343-DCDB13058CE23EB1
https://www.alberta.ca/irrigation-strategy.aspx
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