
The Public Lands Act allows the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) to authorize surface access to public land for the purpose 
of energy related activities. This may be done through the issuance of a land disposition. 

To make the disposition renewal process more efficient, AER is working with the Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) and 
has made the following changes:

• Dispositions originally issued before 1 September 2020, are now designated “legacy.”

• When renewing legacy dispositions, sketch plans are now accepted in lieu of survey plans for verifying 
location and footprint, and survey plans remain acceptable.

• The existing AEP Formal Disposition Renewal document has been updated to incorporate the above.

• AEP has issued a new document, Legacy Public Lands Disposition Renewal Using Sketch, and a new webpage 
that outlines the eligibility criteria and minimum standards for sketch plans and digital mapping.

• Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands Application Manual has been updated to include these changes.

Under section 23 of the Public Lands Act, AER maintains the authority to require a survey plan at any time.

Changes to Public Lands Act Disposition Renewals

ALBERTA

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth Assessment Report

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has released Working Group 1’s contribution to the sixth 
assessment report (AR6) on global climate change. Working Group 1’s contribution centers on the physical science of 
climate change gathered from the latest advances in climate science. 

The report states unequivocally that human influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean, and land. It warns the future rate 
of warming will depend on how dramatically and quickly the world cuts emissions. The IPCC has put out a concerted call for 
action towards a net zero carbon future before 2050.  
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https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-legislation/public-lands-act
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/formal-disposition-renewal
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/legacy-public-lands-disposition-renewal-using-sketch
https://www.alberta.ca/disposition-management-post-issuance.aspx
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
mailto:jamie.peters%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Re%3A%20Regulatory%20Bulletin
http://www.IntegratedSustainability.ca/


The Supreme Court of British Columbia (BC) has ruled in favor of Blueberry River First Nation’s (BRFN) claim against 
the provincial government, putting a temporary halt on authorizing industrial activity in much of north-east BC. The 
Government of British Columbia (GoBC) and BRFN are in the process of negotiating regulatory changes protecting Treaty 8 
Rights to resolve the claim. 

The Northern Peace Region community is situated where industrial activity ranging from forestry, agriculture, mining, 
hydro-electric and oil and gas development have been reported to take up 73% of BRFN traditional territory. BRFN alleges 
the scale and rate of industrial disturbances resulting from the continuous provincial approvals has resulted in substantial 
cumulative impacts, breaching constitutionally protected Treaty Rights and impeding First Nations’ way of life. The claim is 
based on the rights and obligations agreed upon in Treaty 8, first signed in 1899.

Supreme Court of British Columbia Rules on Yahey v British Columbia
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ALBERTA

Bill 36: Geothermal Resource Development Act was introduced by the Government of Alberta in October of 2020 and will 
give the AER the authority to regulate the safe, efficient, and responsible development of Alberta’s geothermal resources. 
Now, the AER is seeking feedback to their proposed new draft Directive 0XX: Requirements for Geothermal Resource 
Development which sets out industry requirements for geothermal resource development below the base of groundwater 
protection and covers the entire development life cycle. The new directive introduces processes and requirements that are 
unique to geothermal energy while incorporating applicable oil and gas regulatory instruments.

A feedback form is available on the directive’s website, and any feedback or questions can be submitted to                        
geothermal@aer.ca until 3 September 2021. All comments received will form part of the public record. 

Directive 0XX: Requirements for Geothermal Resource Development

Unseasonably warm summer weather and negligible precipitation has resulted in low streamflow and water levels across 
southern BC. Several provincial agencies are asking for public cooperation to reduce the impact on natural systems caused 
by the dry conditions.

Fishing closures are in place for many freshwater lakes and rivers throughout the province to reduce further stress on fish 
that are already contending with low flows that bring lower dissolved oxygen and higher water temperatures.

Licensed water users are being asked to voluntarily limit consumption of both surface and groundwater. Provincial staff 
are monitoring conditions but have stated that if dry conditions continue and voluntary measures do not achieve sufficient 
results, regulatory action could be taken under the Water Sustainability Act.

Water used to extinguish or control the spread of a fire remains exempt from licensing approval and/or restrictions.

For more information on drought conditions in your area, visit the BC Drought Portal: 

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development Issues 
Statement on Water Conservation
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https://www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/sc/21/12/2021BCSC1287.htm#_Toc75942743
https://thenarwhal.ca/blueberry-river-first-nations-bc-supreme-court-ruling/
https://theconversation.com/what-a-landmark-court-victory-for-b-c-first-nation-means-for-indigenous-rights-and-resource-development-164892
https://theconversation.com/what-a-landmark-court-victory-for-b-c-first-nation-means-for-indigenous-rights-and-resource-development-164892
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/sa-2020-c-g-5.5/latest/sa-2020-c-g-5.5.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-xxx-0
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-xxx-0
mailto:geothermal%40aer.ca?subject=Geothermal%20Resource%20Development%20Act
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021FLNRO0065-001578
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/recreation/fishing-hunting/fishing/fishing-regulations
https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=838d533d8062411c820eef50b08f7ebc
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The BC Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation is releasing a Hydrogen Strategy that outlines the path to 
net-zero emissions in the province by 2050. The first province to release a comprehensive strategy of this sort, the 2021 
Hydrogen Strategy has identified 63 actions to be undertaken by the provincial government, industry, and innovators. 
Immediate short-term priorities (2020-2025) include scaling up production of renewable hydrogen, establishing regional 
hydrogen hubs, and deploying medium- and heavy-duty fuel-cell vehicles. 

The BC Hydrogen Strategy is supported by the 2021 Provincial Budget, which includes $10 million for policy development 
over the next three years that aims to reduce the carbon intensity of fuel and advance the hydrogen economy. BC Hydro 
has announced a discounted electricity rate for renewable hydrogen production to attract investment to develop the clean 
energy.

B.C Hydrogen Strategy
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First Nations communities across Canada won a significant victory in gaining sustained access to clean drinking water. The 
Federal Government has opted to settle two national class action lawsuits for approximately $8 billion. The lawsuits claimed 
Canada neglected its fiduciary and charter rights obligations by failing to ensure clean drinking water to many First Nations 
and First Nation communities.

Integrated Sustainability has extensive experience working with First Nation communities across Canada to understand 
community specific water infrastructure needs and prepare applications for funding these capital projects. For more 
information on how Integrated Sustainability can work with your Community to find water treatment solutions 
contact Rachel Wallis our Indigenous Engagement Lead for more details at (604)-323-4742 or Rachel.Wallis@
IntegratedSustainability.ca.

First Nations Win Class Action Settlements Over Access To Clean Water

IN  FO C US

CONTACT  US
Sustainable  
Infrastructure  
Specialists

 
Jamie Peters, B.Sc., P Ag., EP, NCSO 

Manager, Regulatory
403 .200.7905

Jamie.Peters@IntegratedSustainability.ca
www.IntegratedSustainability.ca

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0045-001306
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/drinking-water-class-action-proposed-settlement-1.6123251
mailto:Rachel.Wallis%40IntegratedSustainability.ca?subject=Stakeholder%20Management%20Enquiry
mailto:Rachel.Wallis%40IntegratedSustainability.ca?subject=Stakeholder%20Management%20Enquiry
mailto:jamie.peters%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Re%3A%20Regulatory%20Bulletin
http://www.IntegratedSustainability.ca/

