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Canada Launches Output-Based Pricing System

On 14 February 2022, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Steven Guilbeault, launched the Output-Based 
Pricing System Proceeds Fund, a new program to support industrial initiatives that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
and deploy clean technology and green energy.

The program will use the proceeds of Canada’s carbon pollution pricing system for heavy industry—collected in Manitoba, 
New Brunswick, Ontario, and Saskatchewan—to support low carbon technology projects in those provinces. Approximately 
$161 million from the 2019 compliance period will go towards projects that reduce carbon pollution.

The Output-Based Pricing System Proceeds Fund has two program streams:

The Decarbonization Incentive Program (DIP): A merit-based program to support clean technology projects that assist in 
decarbonizing industrial sectors over the long term and reduce GHG emissions. 

The Future Electricity Fund (FEF): Supports clean electricity projects and/or programs. Proceeds collected from electricity 
generating facilities will be returned through funding agreements with governments of jurisdictions where the federal 
carbon pollution pricing system currently applies or applied in the past.

FED E R AL

Government of Canada Commitment to Strengthen the Canadian Environmental Protection Act

Government of Canada introduced its commitment to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA) for 
the first time in 20 years. The amendments will enable the Government to respond effectively to new science, which is 
pointing to harms that were unanticipated in the past, and to enable the use of new tools and sources of information that 
are now available to assess those risks. The amendments [2] include: 

•  Recognizing a right to a healthy environment for every individual that shall be protected in administration of CEPA, 
including social, health, economic and scientific considerations

•  Assessing real-life exposures based on the cumulative effects of a substance in combination with exposure to other 
substances and better protecting populations most at risk 

•  Updating the regulatory framework for products of biotechnology

•  Creating a new Plan of Chemicals Management Priorities which will set out an integrated plan for the assessment and 
management of substances 

•  Implementing a new regime for toxic substances that pose the highest risk by prioritizing the prohibition of uses and 
releases of substances toxic under CEPA 
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FEDE RAL

v
Feedback on Canada’s Municipal Solid Waste Landfills

Following the release of the Discussion Paper on reducing methane emissions 
from solid waste landfills, the Government of Canada (GoCAN) is seeking input 
from the public, as well as the following key groups:

•  Landfill owners and operators

•  Waste management organizations

•  Industry experts and technology providers

•  Academics

•  Provincial, territorial, and municipal governments

•  Indigenous peoples

•  Environmental non-governmental organizations

The input will help develop future federal regulations under the Canadian 
Environmental Protection Act, 1999 to reduce methane emissions from municipal 
solid waste landfills.

A virtual public information session is being hosted on 08 March 2022 from 13:30 
to 15:00 EST. Public input is being accepted through to 13 April 2022.

Pan-Canadian Geoscience Strategy: Enhancing Data, Knowledge, and Access

Natural resources Canada has recently announced its Pan-Canadian Geoscience Strategy (PGS), outlining Canada’s 
intention to produce world-leading geoscience to meet growing global demand for responsibly sourced minerals and metals. 
Accessible geoscience data can help lower exploration costs, inform evidence-based land-use decisions, and support geo-
hazard risk management and climate change mitigation.

Developed by federal, provincial, and territorial geological survey organizations across Canada, the strategy identifies five 
priority areas:

•  Advancing framework geoscience

•  Advancing information on mineral and energy potential

•  Facilitating access to online geoscience data

•  Supporting the training of geoscientists

•  Enhancing public literacy in geoscience

The priority areas seek to increase the impact of geoscience by supporting robust science and data, developing skilled 
scientists, exploration, and collaboration, all of which will support Canada’s critical minerals strategy. The PGS has been 
introduced in response to calls from governments and stakeholders to explore options for improving public geoscience 
coordination and funding.
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ALBERTA

On 2 February 2022, the Federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Steven Guilbeault, and Chief Peter 
Powder of the Mikisew Cree First Nation announced a large expansion of the Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland Park in 
Northern Alberta. The expansion adds more than 375,000 acres to the existing park and to the largest contiguous area of 
protected boreal forest in the world. Collaboration between the Alberta government, the federal government, Indigenous 
communities, and industry made the expansion possible. The Mikisew Cree First Nation led the discussions, which began in 
2019, and several companies surrendered Crown mineral agreements. 

The expanded Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland Provincial Park will: 

•  Support Mikisew Cree First Nation’s land-use plan to conserve an ecologically and culturally important watershed

•  Increase the protection of water flowing into the Peace-Athabasca watershed 

•  Protect habitat for species at risk including boreal caribou and wood bison

Expanding conserved and protected areas aligns with the Alberta Crown Land Vision, which guides Alberta’s management 
of the province’s rich, natural heritage on Crown lands. 

Expanding the World’s Largest Protected Boreal Forest
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ALBERTA

On 3 March 2022, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) will release new 
functionality and updates to the OneStop platform. Three new submission 
types will be added, and the following reports will be required to be submitted 
via OneStop: 

•  Industrial Wastewater and Runoff Reports

•  Annual Disturbance Report

•  Regeneration Vegetation Survey

A system outage is scheduled to implement these latest changes and a notice 
will be posted on the Systems and Tools portal. New quick reference guides will 
be posted on the OneStop landing page to support new submission types.

New Functionality Moving to OneStop

Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) Richard Gotfried will be representing Alberta at the Pacific NorthWest Economic 
Region’s (PNWER) annual capital city visits. The purpose of the visits are to help build stronger relationships with American 
governors, legislators, and decision makers to promote trade relations. Alberta is one of the founding members of the 
PNWER, a regional forum combining legislative, government, and private sector representatives for northwestern Canada 
and United States to promote the region’s economies.

Alberta to Strengthen Energy and Trade Relations

Alberta has formally initiated a trade challenge to recover its investment in the Keystone XL oil pipeline, which was scrapped 
in 2021 after the United States canceled a key permit for the pipeline border crossing. Alberta had invested $1.3 billion in 
the project and is seeking compensation from the United States through a legacy North American Free Trade Agreement 
claim, under the new Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement. Keystone XL would have carried 830,000 barrels per 
day of oil from Alberta to the U.S. Midwest but was held up for a more than a decade by environmental opposition and 
regulatory hurdles. The final blow to Keystone XL occurred when U.S. President Joe Biden scuttled the project by revoking a 
presidential permit last year.

In response to the announcement, Alberta’s Minister of Energy Sonya Savage issued the following statement: “The Keystone 
XL pipeline would have provided a number of economic benefits on both sides of the border. As we have seen with recent 
global events, energy security for North America is critical to our shared economic growth and prosperity. It remains 
Alberta’s position that our resource sector can and should be a responsible and reliable energy source for North American 
markets in the years to come.”

Keystone XL trade Challenge: Alberta’s Minister of Energy Statement
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Effective 1 April 2022, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) will implement the Permittee Capability Assessment 
(PCA) as a replacement to the Liability Management Rating (LMR) program. The PCA evaluates the capabilities of permit 
holders to meet their regulatory liabilities obligations per Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) requirements. PCA assess 
each permit holder’s corporate health against the liability associated with their Dormant, Inactive, and Marginal sites (DIM 
Liability) to determine corrective action requirements. These may include additional security requirements under Section 30 
of OGAA or closure work on sites that have reached the end of their productive potential. 

 To support the PCA, the Commission uses the eSubmission Portal for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information to 
be submitted annually within five months from year-end, and quarterly within three months of the quarterly end (where 
available).

Permittee Capability Assessment Implementation

BRIT IS H  COLUM BI A

The BC Oil and Gas Commission has introduced a tool called the Disposal Well Dashboard. For wells approved and 
operating for disposal of produced water and non-hazardous waste, this tool combines operational data and approval 
information into plots and data tables. Additionally, the Dashboard utilizes this data to estimate and display the remaining 
volume and date of disposal capacity fill-up. The Dashboard also allows for the export of disposal well approval information 
in csv/Excel format, which can be used in spatial analysis.

The dashboard provides the Commission and industry an overview for disposal well surveillance, compliance, and estimation 
of British Columbia’s disposal reserves. It builds on years of innovation with testing requirements and data reporting. 
This information is provided for the convenience of industry; however, users are cautioned the estimated capacity and 
forecasting relies on several approximations and assumptions that may not be appropriate for every well.

Disposal Well Dashboard Surveillance, Compliance, and Forecast Tool
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Proposed amendments to the Protected Areas of British Columbia Act will expand 
protection of wildlife habitat and wetlands in British Columbia’s system of parks 
and protected areas. The following lands have seen an addition in area:

•  Naikoon Park – 123 hectares

•  Blue River Black Spruce Park – 59 hectares

•  Edge Hills Park – 50 hectares

•  Valhalla Park – 32 hectares

•  Okanagan Mountain Park – 21 hectares

•  Hole-in-the-Wall Park – 14 hectares

•  Gladstone Park – 6 hectares

•  Purcell Wilderness Conservancy Park – 18 hectares

These expansions have been made to further British Columbia’s efforts to 
enhance protection of wildlife habitat, better reflect the history and cultures of 
Indigenous Peoples in parks and create opportunities for outdoor recreation.

Increased Protection for Diverse Wildlife Habitat and Wetlands
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This month we celebrated World Wetland Day on February 
2nd that marks a day to bring awareness on the regional 
and global importance that wetlands bring to the natural 
environment. 

This year’s campaign focused on the highlighting impacts 
from wetland loss and emphasized the need for restoration 
of degraded wetlands. Canada alone encompasses 
approximately 1.1 million km2 of peatland area. Globally, it’s 
estimated that peatlands store upward of 550 billion tonnes 
of soil organic carbon, about 30% of the carbon stored in all 
the world’s soil. 

Global officials have published studies and run economic 
models to demonstrate the value in peatland conservation 
and restoration; some nations have gone as far as enacting 
new policies to limit or even ban peatland extraction. 

Provincial initiatives for wetland conservation and riparian 
management have been prompted to support agencies in 
all sectors. Our environmental specialists have experience 
in development planning to minimize impact to wetlands, 
and with the support of our multidisciplinary team we have 
the tools in house to support projects to construct new or 
restore previously disturbed wetland areas.

For more information, please contact Jamie Peters, 
Regulatory Manager at (403) 200 7905 or jamie.peters@
integratedsustainability.ca. Thank-you.

World Wetland Day

D ID  YOU  KNOW

Integrated Sustainability acknowledges that our Calgary head office resides on Treaty 7 territory, the 
traditional territories of the Blackfoot Nations, including Siksika Piikani, and Kainai, the Tsuut’ina, Nation 
and Stoney Nakoda First Nations. We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose 

footsteps have marked these lands for centuries.

We also acknowledge that our Vancouver office is on the unceded territories of the Coast Salish Peoples, 
including territories of Musqueam (Muss-quee-um), Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh (tSlay-wah-tooth) 

Nations.  We thank them for having been the stewards for these lands and waters since time out of mind.

mailto:jamie.peters%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Re%3A%20Regulatory%20Bulletin
https://www.unep.org/events/un-day/world-wetlands-day-2022
https://www.unep.org/events/un-day/world-wetlands-day-2022
https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/its-time-start-paying-attention-canadas-peatlands
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/economics-peatlands-conservation-restoration-and-sustainable-management
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/economics-peatlands-conservation-restoration-and-sustainable-management
mailto:jamie.peters%40integratedsustainability.ca?subject=
mailto:jamie.peters%40integratedsustainability.ca?subject=

