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In focus: 

The Liberal Party
Election Manifesto.  
What environmental regulation might we 
expect from the incoming government?

Integrated Sustainability acknowledges that our Calgary head office resides on Treaty 7 territory, the traditional 
territories of the Blackfoot Nations, including Siksika Piikani, and Kainai, the Tsuut’ina, Nation and Stoney Nakoda 
First Nations. We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these 

lands for centuries.

We also acknowledge that our Vancouver office is on the unceded territories of the Coast Salish Peoples, 
including territories of Musqueam (Muss-quee-um), Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh (tSlay-wah-tooth) Nations.  We 

thank them for having been the stewards for these lands and waters since time out of mind.

Also in this issue:

British Columbia

• Feedback Requested on Contaminated sites regulation.
• Transfer of Permit Applications to eSubmissions.
• Emergency Management Regulation Amendments.

Alberta

•    Environmental Historical Enforcement Search.
•    AER Issues New Edition of Directive 040.
•    Area-based Closures Implemented. 
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Liberal Party of Canada Wins Minority Government in Federal Election

The Canadian federal election, held on 20 September 2021, resulted in a minority win for the Liberal Party of Canada 
(Liberal Party) with 159 seats won. Though it remains uncertain if a coalition government will be formed or how that may 
affect policies, the Liberal Party’s campaign platform included several key topics that have the potential to affect energy and 
natural resources:

Greenhouse Gas & Emissions

• Investment into emissions reductions initiatives to reach Canada’s goal of net-zero emissions by 2050
• Half of all passenger vehicles sold to be zero-emission by 2030, and all vehicles sold to be zero-emission by 2035
• Phasing out coal-fired electricity by 2030, with a goal of net-zero electricity by 2030
• Requiring oil and gas companies to reduce methane emissions by at least 75% below 2012 levels, by 2030
• Introducing emissions reduction targets every 5 years, starting in 2025, for the oil and gas sector

Freshwater Research & Protection

• Creation of a new Canada Water Agency, set to launch in 2022. The Canada Water Agency’s mandate will be to 
consolidate federal water conservation efforts and support provinces in developing river basin and watershed 
agreements.

• Updating the Canada Water Act to account for topics such as climate change and Indigenous water rights.
• A 1-billion-dollar investment over 10 years to protecting lakes and river systems.
• 7.5-million-dollar investment into freshwater research on lakes through the International Institute for Sustainable 

Development’s Experimental Lakes Area.

Plastic & Waste

• Require all plastic packaging to consist of 50% recycled plastic by 2030.
• Require packaging producers to be responsible for recycling plastic waste. Producers will also be required to annually 

report on plastic waste and packaging.
• Funding programs for cleanup of Canada’s oceans and coasts.
• Implementing a “right to repair” for household appliances, extending longevity and reducing waste.

The Liberal Party is set to announce a new cabinet in October 2021.

 

FEDE R AL

mailto:jamie.peters%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Re%3A%20Regulatory%20Bulletin
http://www.IntegratedSustainability.ca/
https://liberal.ca/our-plan/a-cleaner-greener-future/
https://liberal.ca/our-plan/liberals-move-forward-to-protect-canadas-freshwater/
https://liberal.ca/our-plan/ending-plastic-pollution-and-cutting-waste/


CONTACT  US
Sustainable  
Infrastructure  
Specialists  

Jamie Peters, M.Sc., P Ag., EP, NCSO 
Manager, Regulatory
403 .200.7905

Jamie.Peters@IntegratedSustainability.ca
www.IntegratedSustainability.ca

ALBERTA

The Environmental Historical Enforcement Search is now available to the public at no cost. Previously, this service 
was available to Albertans through a third-party with a $75 fee associated. This tool provides direct access to historical 
enforcement action records taken against a company or individual related to Alberta Environment and Parks’ (AEP) current 
and past legislation. The database includes but is not limited to Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, Hazardous 
Chemicals Act, Agriculture Chemicals Act, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and Water Act.

This service only contains information on AEP’s historic enforcement actions. It does not include records associated with the 
Alberta Energy Regulator.

Environmental Historical Enforcement Search

On 02 September 2021, the AER released a new edition of Directive 40. The directive sets out requirements for pressure and 
deliverability tests, drill stem tests, fluid sampling and analysis. Changes for the new Directive 40 include:

• Guidance for mini-frac tests, also known as diagnostic fracture injection tests, were updated to align with the current 
practice for conducting these tests

• The exemption eligibility criteria for the initial pressure test requirement for new oil, gas, and step-out wells were 
expanded

• The requirement to conduct an Absolute Open Flow (AOF) deliverability test on new gas wells was rescinded

• The requirement to conduct annual pressure tests for oil and gas pools under primary production was rescinded

The well testing requirements defined in this directive are minimum requirements, and the AER may require testing that 
exceeds these requirements. In addition, for specific geological zones within a defined area, the AER may adapt subsurface 
directive requirements to better suit the resource development practices being used.

AER Issues New Edition of Directive 040

Area-based closures is an approach designed to make it easier and faster to clean up inactive oil and gas wells. Area-based 
closures allow for companies to group wells together spatially that need to be cleaned up, work activities can be designated 
to those areas, leading to more efficient use of resources, such as workers and equipment. 

Alberta’s area-based closure is a voluntary regulatory program that started in 2019 to increase the number of full closures 
on inactive wells. Operators with inactive wells will have to meet annual mandatory reduction targets starting in 2022. This 
target is set at $422 million, of which the area-based closure program can help operators reduce per-well closure costs by up 
to 40%. 

This spending target is separate from wells managed by Alberta’s Orphan Well Association (OWA). Unlike an inactive well, an 
orphan well does not have an owner that is financially able to complete clean up and reclamation. 

Area-based Closures Implemented Ahead of Mandatory Reduction Targets
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In the previous three years, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) has been working to digitize applications in its 
eSubmissions platform.  On 05 October 2021, the Commission will begin the third stage of the program. The Transfer of 
Permit applications will be in eSubmission, with the current Permit Transfer Application forms and schedules due to be 
phased out.

All applications submitted to the Commission before 04 October 2021 will be completed with the current non-digitized 
method. These online changes will reflect on the Administration Manual, Commission’s Permit Operations, and eSubmission 
User Guide in early October 2021. The third phase is following the digitization of corporate amalgamations and corporate 
name changes.

Transfer of Permit Applications Submission Change

BRIT IS H  COLUM BI A

Earlier this year the Government of BC (GoBC) released the Intentions Paper- Regulating Soil Reclamation to which they 
requested comments from the public beginning mid-January to mid-March 2021, with respect to the proposed regulatory 
amendments to the Contaminated Sites Regulation (CSR). The Summary of Comments to the Intentions Paper is now 
available for public review. The proposed amendments to the CSR is intended to change the soil relocation process to: 

1) Implement a notification system to track soil movement throughout the province

2) Prioritize soil that exceeds a prescribed volume and originates from sites where specified industrial or commercial 
activities have occurred

3) Adding requirements for sites receiving high volumes of soil to prevent contamination of soil and groundwater 

Furthermore, amendments to Stage 13 CSR came into effect 01 February 2021 and are available for review on the GoBC’s 
website.  

Oil & Gas Commission Releases Public Feedback on Planned Changes to the Contaminated 
Sites Regulation
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On 01 September 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) released Industry Bulletin 2021-27 introducing 
changes to the Emergency Management Regulation (EMR).

Amendments to the EMR include:

• A full-scale exercise must be conducted before the start-up for a new facility or transmission pipeline.

• When evaluating exercise, the Commission may require specific follow-up action where an exercise demonstrates 
unsatisfactory capacity.

• An Operator’s Emergency Response Plan is required to be provided to local Indigenous nations, to ensure they are 
included in emergency planning, including consideration of any cultural sites likely to be used by their members.

• The determination of Emergency Planning Zones is updated to provide more flexibility in calculating the hazard 
planning distances for special sour and acid gas wells while limiting the use of Transport Canada’s Emergency Response 
Guidebook.

Continued...

Emergency Management Regulation Amendments

https://www.bcogc.ca/news/transfer-of-permit-applications-submission-change-indb-2021-26/
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/transfer-of-permit-applications-submission-change-indb-2021-26/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/E03CB81C8DCF4618B65075B9AE16DBC5
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/site-remediation/legislation-and-protocols
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/site-remediation/legislation-and-protocols
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/site-remediation/docs/reports-and-presentations/regulating_soil_relocation_intentions_paper_summary_comments_aug_2021.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/site-remediation/guidance-resources/requests-for-comments 
mailto:jamie.peters%40IntegratedSustainability.ca%20?subject=Re%3A%20Regulatory%20Bulletin
http://www.IntegratedSustainability.ca/
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/emergency-management-regulation-amendments-indb-2021-27/
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/217_2017


• Updates to spill reporting obligations to address the Spill Reporting Regulation changes under the Environmental 
Management Act.

• Enhancements to emergency response by clarifying the timelines required to report emergencies to the Commission, 
the obligation to respond to an emergency in accordance with an emergency response plan and clarifying the incident 
classification matrix.

The Commission is in the process of updating the existing Emergency Management Manual to reflect these changes, and is 
expected to be released. 

Emergency Management Regulation Amendments - continued...
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Dams and reservoirs are an important piece of infrastructure companies can use to retain fluids such as tailings, produced 
water, and fresh water. To ensure the safe operation of dams, regulators may conduct, or may require Operators of a dam to 
conduct Dam Safety Inspections (DSIs).

DSIs are conducted on a regular basis to monitor the ongoing performance of a dam and to reduce the potential for a dam 
failure. A DSI assesses the physical condition of the dam based on industry standards and best practices, reviews any issues 
or anomalies compared to past inspections, and provides recommendations for appropriate mitigations for any deficiencies.

In Alberta, the AER and AEP regulate dam safety under the Water Act and Water (Ministerial) Regulation. In British 
Columbia, dam safety is regulated under the Water Sustainability Act, Dam Safety Regulation, and Mines Act.  

To find out how Integrated Sustainability can assist in maintaining safe dam operations, including Dam Safety Inspections, 
please contact Jamie Peters, Regulatory Manager at (403)-200-7905 or Jamie.Peters@integratedsustainability.ca

Dam Safety Classifications and Inspections.

DID  YOU  KNOW
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